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A BRIEF REVIEW IN WORDS AND PICTURES OF THE THINGS ACCOMPLISHEDJN THE LAST YEAR
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1fre Year IOOO One of Achievement
v. . IS

North Pole Discov-
ery and Aviation

$ Triumphs For-
emostPassing of
Swinburne --A Re-

view of the Twelve- -
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By ROBERTUS LOVE.
tho future historian

WHEN the achievements
the events of the

W W twentieth century's llrm
delude It Is highly probubto that tho
year 1900 will leud the group In world
Importance. This has been a most j

notable year. Things have happened
In 1909. Discoveries that thrill tho
souls of men nntunil the sphere have
been made Invention, which In ItsMf
Is discovery, has row forward with
KeVen league strides. Death. slinging
Its darts every year, hit shining marks
In 1909

Tho year 1S03 has been called "the
year of genius." because no many men
of worldwide, fame were born therein
This year, exactly a eentury later, may
be termed tint year of achievement

To nil time this year will be known
ns the one In which the north pole was
reached or "discovered," If you like
that better. Possibly the pole was
reached In inos. but that remains to be
jlroved. Nobody doubts that Com-jiand-

Itobert E. Peary of the United
States navy actually arrived at the
pole on April 6. 1909. ns he announced
to the world on the 7th day of Septem-
ber. Sir days prior to that date Dr
Frederick A. Cook nf Brooklyn had
sent down from the frozen north ;.

message that vibrated around
IIo said ho had reached tin

pole on April 21. 1908. Whether Dr
Cook got there or not. the fact remain."
that the. year 1909 has tho Imperishable
honor of announcing the conquering of
the world's top.

But let us not permit this predomi-
nant pole talk to obscuro other super-
lative affairs of 1909.

Man Flies Across Channel.
Let It bo not forgotten It cannot be,

for that matter that on the 25th of
July. 1909. A D. a Frenchman named
Louis Blerlot. a man bird, n person of
daredevil nerve, a fearless argonaut of
the atmosphere, most! from the ground
at Calais In an aeroplane and Hew
across tho Engllsh.rhunucl to the chalk
cliffs of Dover, making the distance of
twenty-nn- o miles In forty minutes,
beating the " steamboat time between
France and Kngland by ten minutes.
Even Nnpoleon Bonapuito could not
get across to England for all his con-

quering legions, ot thl3 Frenchman of
1S09, Ignoring utterly all accepted and
approved Yncthods of transportation,
made heroic conquest of the Inviolable
nlr and shot himself by whirring motor
acrosH the channel

This was one of the year's achieve-
ments that make It epochal. Blerlot
proved tha- - the aeroplane, a craft
heavier than air, can sustain Itself In
aerial flight above an ocean roadwuy
nnd mako safe landing on the otlnr,
side.

What has been dono once can be dono
ngaln. The noroplaio Is advancing.
Tho Wright brothers, pioneers In avla- - ;

tlorj. have performed marvels In 1909.
Their aviation work In Europe nnd
America has attained In this year a
height of excellence never reached be-

fore. They, too, could lly across tho
channel If they cartel to do so, but
these Americans are not spectacularly
inclined. They are thorou, hbred dev-
otees to the science of aviation, labor-
ing assiduously to develop the aero-plan- e

Into a thing of practical valuo.
Work of .he Wrights.

The Wrights care little for record
breaking. They care much for making
their mechanism available for actual
use in transportation What thoy havo
dono this year Is an earnest of future
achievement. They have demonstrated
conclusively, beyond cavil, beyond

of doubt, that tho air Is
nuvlgnblo by heavier '.ban nlr craft.
Much remains to be done, hut tho
Wrights and other aviators havo
shown this year that tho dream of cen-
turies is upon the very ovo of fulfill-
ment.

Tho death list of 1909 I notable A
great poet, a great novelist, a great
preacher, a great general nnd u great
editor hnve died. These arc. In- the
order Indicated, Algernon Charles
Swinburne, doorge Meredith, Edward
Everett Hale, Oenentl Oliver Otis
Howard iind rtlchard Watson Glider
Death of Swinburne.

Swinburne was first of these to pas
He died April 10 ut his home. Putno
England, at the age of soventy.-twi-On- e.

of the Btrnngest nf human mortals
was Swlnburno. Undersized, red haired.
unhandsome, ho passed hlB long life ns
n recluse, never marrying. His bride
wns Poesy, cspifiised In early youth.

'Before ho grew' his straggling red
whiskers he looked like a troubadour
of the Tilddle ages, I have seen nn
early portrait of Swinburne by Danto
O.'Rossottl, his brother poet iind paint-
er, which shows him to have been al-

most womanish In appearance. He
wore long wuvy hnlr. and his face spg-gest-

that of Shelley, though less
ctherlullzed, The superb masculinity
of Swinburne, however, none who hn
read Ills poetry can question.

'Jo Swinburne the English language
was music Words wvrs throbbing
vjols: syllables were singing strings;
sentences were splendid urlas of
sound. ho was tho inu-l- c

master of English speech U'h
Iiorshnes of nur conglomerate tongue
wus toned down nnd turned to melo-
dies in ids verco. No person who has
written English vurso ever captured
like Swinburne the haunting wraiths
nf harinony wandering through the
language, nor has any other poot
wrotiKli.t the? elusive ghosts, of speech
Jnto such maaterful music.

'Therojfl?p Pflfts and poets, Some nf
itoem nrc poets by brevet of cou rtesy.
The distinction lias been conferred up- - ,

en .Uieni by midivjiilng editors or by j

AllSli, w WfSJMiMmM 'I wlii w- . l'1 'ii ifc- -

. i-- m, v isffiSEstz ':mmm& mtwrnmrjyj . .w.&m it Ma v ". i irr ' xtMstma-.iLxsjfm- ::jTkjfi,7xrzz. .trK-YV- . i ,. rv ntw M' r 's .ttJLniMZji:'mr i m

i
persons of special pica, Swinburne
was a poet by birthright, The dlvlno
tiro burned within hint Fortunately
for hint and for humanity ho hud suf
jident Income to fend him against tho
wolf that obsessos tho doors of most
men of geiiiui.. He coulJ llvo his lite
and do his work undeterred by the
nasty importunities which beset most
mortals.

All Ms llfo Swinburne was Just a
poet, nothing clsw. Ho never was com-
monplace. Ho never yielded to popular
ilnnmtid Itn nuver was cotniMllfd for
the sake of crukt to thojin n vast cathedral.
namby pornby sort of stur which magn-zln- o

editors-accep- t andpay for mea-gerj- y.

He wrote frotn ills soul, and no
man enn dispute that Swinburne's was
a soul of sky born Ideals

Swlnburuo wan too big for tho Brit
ish Iauronteahlp. He was a democrat.
n repnhllcail. u believer In. tho divine;
tights of the people. In 1890 lie wrote
a ponm In which ho suggested the as- -

Kisolnittlon of Uussla's czar becaune of ,

that despot's crimes against humanity
iii..i u,.Mr flu. mufti.r. en fur nn

Kwtnimi-m.-- succession to tho hiu- -

.iiin. ...... ..inninwi when Ten- -
nyunn died, two jeara' Ir.ter, the con- -
servtitlvo administration of Oreat Brit- -

aln .never considers for a moment
tho ciiilms of Swlnburuo to bo poet
Iauroi(fe, thiugh tho man wus.
putably tnd Indubitably tno foremost
poet cmpio.ji in" joiiKue

Uivlnburne uiu not nceu inu murcuie - ,

ship. His brow was wreathed with tho
laurel of lovu and appreciation from
millions of hearts throughout tho Eng

broad wtito

hulls- -

lish spea' Ing hinds. He was hailed as
an artist coiisummuto. To those who
know poetry when they inoet it faco to
face Swinburne wns tho mghont living,
exponent ' the art.

This man Swinburne wroto onravlsli- -
Ing verso, Much of his poetry Is so
divinely musical that it may bo road
aloud, .llko n chant, with no attention ;

to the thought or tho moaning. It has
me sweep anil ion .01 a inignty organ

It suggests tho
thunder of the sea against rlvon crags,
tho rlso and fall of tide in rocky cav- -
orns. the long, low inonotono of surf
beating upon barren sands.

Swlnburno was n musician In
wordB. no wus tuo wagner. tne .mo- -
znrt, tho Beethoven, of language. Wmt- -
ever topic n Lopcueu, nm ireaunein
was magic. Ho transmuted the harsh
English tongue Into soft arid sibilant
melody. lie was tho one supremo and
superb wizard of word appreciation.
Miu wuriu ui nuiiuii nuvui- - inwuuriy u

tlmnted Swinburne, becnuso ho wns u
magnificent minstrel Hinging a h '""
muBic ngninsi tno iron gates or a ctuiri- -

rnun commercialized ago.
George Meredith s Death.

Georgo Meredith, who died May IS.
was n BrltlBh noveMst unknown t the
ordinary horde, being tho opposite of
inu uubi nviiui uu u.iw.j' ..niti.
jjivcuh" wa u jiuui uisu, ui u i nia

fiction which will carry his name down
to tho elect of futuro generations, Ha
never was widely read and never will
be. Tho man was an intellectual cu- -
lossus, too big for thu aHslifillatlon of
tho average brain. It Is dlllicult for a
mouso to undofstund nn oluphant.
v Meredith was a frleiui of Swinburne
nnd once lived with Swinburne nnd
rtossettl. Eighty-oli- o when he died, lie
wiw tho connecting Unit between the
grand bid school of British novelists
nnd tho ponny-ii-llner- 's of the present.
u is interesting to note that More- -
dlth's first novel, which nerhaiui Is his
greatest, was published It, 1S3D. the
,,, ycnr that guvi lght to "A Tab- -

of Two Cities," by ,Dckeiif: "Adam
j Bode." by Oeorgo Eliot, pud "Tho Vlr- -
&nlans," by Wlllhini Mnhrpepeo
Thuckcrny. Mt'redlta'H hook. "Tho nr- -
deal of niohard Fcvorol." nttrauled lit-t- ie

popular attention, though divining
critics foresaw that n novelist lial
arisen who would do high honor to tho
art.

"Hlehard Few-iel- tws gr.own in np- -
proclatlon, Today, half u century after
Its publlcu.tton. It Is a fnvorlto with the

'

olect. It contains ol'iarnoter rtudlos
that are rare In tho vast hulk of Kng
lleli llctlon. Meredith's last book, n
volume of poems, was published In
1001 He bm;nn with poetry and ended
with it. but his ycrp hup not found
popular acceptance. It Is rat her tn,t
muuii uu uiu in vviiuii;j"!iiiy mfui-j- . as

.uwTuvr ui vtvst; icrcuiii) u a puni

and a classic. Ho has the same Keen
appreciation of tho value of words as
to their shudns of meaning that Swin
burne, lwd In relation to their metrical
nnd inusloul adaptability.
Dr. hald's Lono Career,

The llrwt ui u trio of distinguished
Americans who died In 1909 was the
Bev, Dr. Edward Everett Hnla Dr.
Halo pulsed a way Juno 10 ut his home

i

In Mr.siuichuHotis. lie was eighty-seve- n

yoar old and hud been for many
years one of. the most beloved of nil
Ainoii) mis As u Unitarian preaohor
ho wotj w'lde recogfiltlon In enrly llfo.
bu( It was his Utcrury nnd Ipcture work
which, tglued fur him hl3 wigea.t re-
pute. "

Dr. Hale wus the author of "The
Man Without Country," one of the
most romnrkablo short morion ever
written, it Is a classic of American
patriotism. For ycuiM, up to his dentil,
Dr. Utile was chaplain of the United
States sonata.

To lumtv Edward Everett Hnla wnn
to love him. "Do you lovo thin juld

!",'!" Li woh (,ird Wn.? !inn,. tin
""'"f"1" ". imZinoHtei i Vr.iiw.ruaic.r.rl ,... TAV!.' .1 ....:.
a,7,lno for whtidi hoi wniti "

Honored In War and Peace.
Tho moid dUilugulslicd survivor of

the ohil wnr. flinerul Oliver Otis' How -
uril, llnlfchid his career Oct. 20 at Ills
numu v i, uouurui now- -
ura coiimimiueu tnu union torcus at

tin! battle of tiCltyaburg for a short
tliife (luting that tunibjo conflict. He
waft in command (1t tlt fierce but ties
of Aiitlctam niitl Fredericksburg At
I' air Oaks he lost hi" light unn Oil
Shermun's nuirch to the sou Uenrrnl
Hoiuird was In commund of tho tight
wiijg. tho Army uf the Tinnessco- - He
fought in twenty gjeut oattles, After
thoj war .his services In Indian cam- -

pnlpna in tho wost" gave him wide

G(iuieral llowaid was nmd,p commls-slonu- r
of , tl)o .I'Veed in en's bureau III

UUf., His work Jn behalf of thu
bluvcrf tu'cupft'il several 'year.

Foij rour yeura lie was president or
Howard 'University, ostuhllshud in
wusiimgim ittni nmned mr nini, its
ttlnl being the higher education of (ho
liegxo. General Howard founded In
1S3C the !,liicri Moniorlal university
ut Cumberland Map, Tenn., for the edu- -

cation of tlK poor boys In the iiiiMnttiln
regions lie lived to.Hie uv ot Aeven- -
ly-iil- and retained to .the nt his In- -
torest In reform movements and tho

vllrttJoii)f llsbH. Gnu-ni- l How-- ,

"rd'a cflrcor Alrlllall0 fhlnljig ex.
nmplp to men In this money mini era.
Uo'.lovcil Immunity una lived for It. ns
ho iwould, have died for it In wtirilmo
hnd. tho bullets reached vital purls.

, Glider n Greet Editor, ' ' '
' A great editor wub lost, to tio wuid
wlipn Rlcliard Wutson 'Jlldcr died in
ixoyemuvr, mr. uuuur una uev'n for

, twenty-tiu't- u years editor In chief of

tho Ctntury Mngazlno. His work on
this ningazino was ulong lines of high
Ideals. Many features of gTeat conse-
quence, like tho Nlcolay nnft Hdy llfo
of Lincoln and tho long scries of civil
war articles, were printed in tho Cen-
tury under his editorship. Mr. Glider
was ix veteran of tho war.

Glider wns n poot of large talent,,
though not ono of genius. He belonged
to tho minor choir, but his vcrao Was
wholesome and delicate. Ho published
many books of verso. Ills works con-
tain lyrics of nttractlvo quality. Mr.
Glider's flno appreciation of tho poetry
of otliors was ono of tils distinguish-
ing traits. Ho sought to teach that in
tho great body of English verse thero
Is much inspiration for men nnd wo-
men, Inducing toward higher Ideals of
living,

ailder wns moro than nn editor nnd
poot. Ho was n humanitarian en-
thusiast, who showed his faith by his
works. It Is duo to him ns much as to
any other man that present day tene-
ment houso llfo in tho city of New
York is a vast Improvement upon that
of n deendo ago. As ono of the leaders
In tho reforming of tenement condi-
tions Mr. Glider compelled tho recon-
struction of many miserable buildings
and brought about the passage of laws ,

which havo served to relievo llfo in tho
slums of much of its former hqrror.
Surely this work was worth wh!16
Tho good that this man did will livb
after him.
Inauguration of Taft.

Ta got back to Hying ovonts, tho year
1909 has been ono of stir and activity.
Happily sweet Pcaco has flourished her
ollvo branch above most of the wbrld.
Indications that red war's wrinkled
front wus smoothed were visible in
January, when on tho 20th Qenoral
Joso Miguel Gomez was proclaimed
president of tho republic of Cuba and
tho occupation by tho United States
canto to nn end. For several years our
government hnd been compelled to oc
cupy Cuba, with Charles E. Magoon as
provisional governor, in order to keep
pence In tjte island.

February wns notable for tho trip of
William Howard Taft, president elect,
to Pnnnma. Mr. Taft made a voyago
down to tho canal, tho work on which
he had supervised as secretary of wnr.
Just to look around and boo Svhat Was
being done nnd mako mental notes for
futuro use.

Tho Inauguration of President Taft
on MnrCh 4 will bo remembered as lorlg
as nny ono of the many thousands
guthcrcd In Washington can recollect
as the stormiest Inauguration day'eVer
known. Most of the olaborato plans
for the day wero upset by tho unprece-
dented snowstorm. Tuft, to his deep
disappointment, took thoonth of 'office
Insldo tho cnpltol Instcnd of on thS
portico. Ho didn't takc.cold, and. that
was the main thing, for It would bo
sad to havo n sick man begin houso- - '

keeping In tho White Houso. Despite
tho Inclement weather Mr. Taft'woro
his customnry smllo, which has con-
tinued right down to December.

The special session of .congress ,on
tho turlff matter occupied tho new
president's attention until August,
when, on the litis, tho bill finally passed,
it wus u memorable Btrugglc Ono' de-
velopment was tho getting together of
the Hcpubllcuti ".insurgents" in con-
gress, who still appear determined to
get,, if possible, tho political scalp of
Speaker Cunnon. Representative Bereno
E, Payne of Now York stato as chair-
man of the ways and means commit-
tee lends hlB nnnio to tho ndw tariff.
bill, It Is callod tho Pnyno tariff,
though there bo thoso who aver that
precious llttlo of Payno la In it.
Nicaragua Under Discipline.

December has been niudo notable, by
tho oruptlon In Nicaragua. The pcoplo
of the United States, having finally pe-co-

disgusted with thoinsclvcs for
talking so much on tho Cook-Pea- ry

Imbroglio, wore really hoping for'somo
sort of "scrap," Just to havo some
thing to talk about on which nil
Americans might agree

When President Joso S. Zelnya.
president of Nicaragua, executed Cun-
non and Groco, Atnerlcnns captured In
battle, tho two men being officers In
the revolutionary nrmy, American citi-
zens wero a unit in Indignation, ' Pris-
on oth of war aru not lined up and 'shot
in this country,

Phllunder Chase ICnox, secrotary of
state, who Is a lighter himself, quickly
voiced the national Indignation wheii
he demanded redress of Xclaya. The
government dispatched a naval force
to Nlcaraguan waters to compel o.h
apology and to see that peace is re-

stored In that volcanic country, so that
Americans rosldent thero ma be pro-
tected, 'i'
Important Events In Europe. ,

Across the sen the one ovent which
nppcara' to be of primary Importance
In the making of history wns tho revo-
lution In Turko'. After many years
uf autocratic misrule "tho sick man of
Europe." Sultan Abdul Hnnild, was de-

posed by tlje revolutionary party, or
the Young Turks, who Placed upon tho"
throne Mohammed Kcsched, brother of
the, deposed ruler. .The Young Turks
tVpflLt from thf monarchical govern-
ment n, constitution, so that Turkey
now takes her plae. or promises to'
take her place.- among tho nations ot
thu world which cherish nnd triairitplr
in sumo degree the liberty of. tho In-

dividual.
Tho execution on O'H. 1,3 of Profcssoi

Franclscii Ferrer, Spanish cdu'cutbi
and sociologist, against tho protests o.
many persons of distinction In Spair
mid elsewhere, caused thu most lntons.
Kcnsutlon of thu year In Europe. For
i it wus pronounced nn anarchist' b
lUlluioillH of King Alfonso and,(Wiv
charged Willi instigating tno norcu
Innu riots. His .friends still malntal
that ho wus executed without warran- -

In civilized procodurcs. They ai'V

building iiionuincntu and rearing stat'
.ues ti him In several European cltio
us i piurtyr to human liberty,

Happily no catastrophes of u'nlvfr
mil horror havo uiurred tho yem
though tl'O'J missed by only three, titty
u,ut must stupendous disaster of

. time, the ctirtlmuaka which destroya
MvhsJiiu mid othor Italian cities an
blotted out about 200,000 Jlyos. M

Now Ycur'H day tho world was Just'bi
'ginning' In realize tho overwholmlc'
nature of that event, and tho month i
Juiiuary wna dnvoted mainly to t
news curonicii cartliquil

. ana its results, s
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